
Modern slavery  
in Australia
Global Slavery Index 2023  
Country Study

Overview
Australia, as a country with relatively higher levels of 
wealth,1 and therefore more resources to dedicate 
to addressing modern slavery, had the strongest 
government response to modern slavery in the Asia 
Pacific region, and the equal second strongest response 
globally. This reflects relatively strong criminal 
justice mechanisms and efforts to address underlying 
risk factors, as well as a range of positive measures 
introduced since the 2018 Global Slavery Index, 
including launching a new national action plan against 
modern slavery2 and implementing the Modern Slavery 
Act to address modern slavery in global supply chains.3 
However, there are opportunities for the government 
to strengthen its response, for example, through 
improving measures to identify and support survivors, 
closing legal loopholes to raise the minimum age of 
marriage to 18 with no exemptions, and establishing 
the role of national Independent Anti-Slavery 
Commissioner under the Modern Slavery Act. Australia 
had the lowest vulnerability to modern slavery in 
Asia and the Pacific, and relatedly, the second lowest 
prevalence of modern slavery in the region.

Prevalence
The 2023 Global Slavery Index estimates that on any given 
day in 2021, there were 41,000 individuals living in modern 
slavery in Australia. This equates to a prevalence of 1.6 
people in modern slavery for every thousand people in the 
country. Within Asia and the Pacific, Australia is ranked 
26 out of 27 countries in terms of prevalence of modern 
slavery, and 149 out of 160 countries globally. In the 
financial year ended 30 June 2022, authorities received 294 
modern slavery reports.4 While this represents the highest 
number of annual reports ever received,5 it suggests that 
modern slavery remains underreported in Australia given 
the estimated prevalence rate of modern slavery.
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Forced labour
Forced labour exploitation

The Australian Federal Police (AFP) received 42 reports of 
forced labour from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022.6 Forced labour 
predominantly occurs in high-risk industries such as agriculture,7 
construction,8 domestic work,9 meat processing,10 cleaning, 
hospitality, and food services.11 Many of these industries rely 
on migrant workers who enter Australia on temporary visas.12 

For example, Pacific migrants who have arrived on labour 
mobility schemes designed to fill worker shortages have been 
exploited in rural areas,13 experiencing wage theft and unsafe 
working conditions.14

Forced labour continues to be reported in domestic services15 
where government oversight is limited. A 2019 study published 
by the Salvation Army identified 35 migrants assisted through its 
programs who had been trafficked into domestic servitude, of 
whom 91 per cent were female.16 It found that almost all individuals 
had been deceived during their recruitment: some were lured with 
the promise of marriage, while others had intentionally sought 
work in domestic services and were then exploited, including by 
foreign diplomats, or had migrated for other types of work and 
were subsequently coerced into domestic work.17 Perpetrators 
confiscated identity documents, used or threatened violence, 
and took advantage of victims’ lack of familiarity with their 
environment and financial situation.18 Fijian victims of domestic 
servitude in Australia have also reportedly had their movements 
monitored, their communication with family and other support 
networks limited, and their travel home restricted.19

Forced commercial sexual exploitation of adults

In the year ended 30 June 2022, just under one fifth (18 per cent) 
of reports received by the AFP related to sexual servitude and 
exploitation.20 In 2021, a Queensland man was charged for both 
organised unlawful prostitution and sexual servitude offences for 
allegedly holding women as young as 17 in conditions of servitude 
and forcing them into sex work.21 Two women were also charged 
as part of the police operation.22 More than half of offenders 
convicted in Australia between 2005 and 2019 of trafficking for 
sexual exploitation were women, many of whom were motivated 
by a desire to financially support family members,23 or who had 
previously been in situations of exploitation themselves.24

Commercial sexual exploitation of children 

Twenty-one reports of trafficking in children were referred to the 
AFP in the financial year ended 30 June 2022,25 and of individuals 
referred to the Support for Trafficked People Program (STPP) 
between 2017 and 2020, 14 per cent were children.26 However, the 
form of exploitation is not specified. In 2020, an investigation into 
an online child sexual abuse network led to the arrest of 14 men 
across New South Wales, Queensland, and Western Australia on 
charges of child exploitation. The operation uncovered 46 child 
victims across the three states.27

Australian offenders have also been found to send payments 
or travel overseas, primarily to the Philippines, to engage in 
the sexual exploitation of children.28 A 2020 study of financial 
transactions made by Australians to facilitators of child sexual 
abuse in the Philippines indicates that viewers were typically aged 
between 50 and 69, and more than half (55 per cent) did not have 
a criminal record.29 In May 2019, a Queensland man was sentenced 
for paying a mother based in the Philippines to livestream the 
sexual abuse of her two daughters over the course of nearly five 
years.30 Such cases of online child sexual exploitation, of children 
both in Australia and overseas, only increased following the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.31

Forced marriage
The most common form of modern slavery cases reported 
to authorities in Australia is forced marriage, including child 
marriage.32 Identifying people impacted by forced marriage has 
been a priority in Australia, with the number of reports increasing 
since 2013 when it was made an offence in the Commonwealth 
Criminal Code.33 In the financial year ended 30 June 2022, almost 
half of the 84 forced marriage reports to the AFP involved children 
under the age of 18.34 A study of women and girls in Australia and 
New Zealand who had faced threatened or actual forced marriages 
found that common experiences within the marriage included 
physical, verbal, sexual and financial abuse, restrictions on their 
movement, domestic servitude, and being barred from accessing 
education and employment, typically at the hands of their husband 
or members of his family.35 Participants were engaged to be 
married between the ages of 12 and 24, and for those who were 
married, the marriages took place between the ages of 14 and 21. 
Some participants believed that their husbands were also forced 
into the marriage.36 Survivors of forced marriage can face long-
term impacts, including long-term social, financial, emotional, 
psychological, and physical impacts, as a result of their forced 
marriage.37 In January 2020, Ruqia Haidari was murdered by her 
husband in Western Australia, just two months after allegedly being 
forced into marriage at the age of 20.38 Three people were arrested 
for allegedly coercing Ruqia into the marriage,39 and in 2021, her 
husband received a life imprisonment sentence for murder.40

Imported products at  
risk of modern slavery
Australia is not only affected by modern slavery within its borders: 
as one of the world’s largest economies, Australia – like other G20 
countries – is exposed to the risk of modern slavery through the 
products it imports. Nearly two-thirds of all forced labour cases 
are linked to global supply chains, with workers exploited across 
a wide range of sectors and at every stage of the supply chain. 
Most forced labour occurs in the lowest tiers of supply chains; that 
is, in the extraction of raw materials and in production stages.41 
Given the G20’s level of influence in the global economy, it is 
critical to examine their imports at risk of forced labour and efforts 
to address this risk. Australia imports US$17.4 billion products 
at-risk of being made using forced labour annually. Table 1 below 
highlights the top five most valuable products (according to US$ 
value per annum) imported by Australia that are at risk of being 
produced under conditions of modern slavery.
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The United States imported US$169.6 billion worth of goods at-risk 
of modern slavery. This includes:

Vulnerability Australia is among the least vulnerable countries to modern slavery 
in the Asia Pacific region and globally. However, modern slavery 
is a structural feature of the economy as a result of systemic 
discrimination towards migrants and minority groups. Holders of 
working holiday, seasonal worker, international student, skilled 
temporary work and bridging visas have been subject to serious 
exploitation in Australia.42 Visa conditions that tie workers to their 
employers create a power imbalance that can be manipulated 
by employers.

The risks facing temporary migrant workers in Australia typically 
result from deception or fees incurred throughout the migration 
process and limited oversight, monitoring, and enforcement of 
worker rights and conditions in industries with high numbers of 
temporary migrant workers. Migration agents or labour brokers 
who organise visas or jobs for potential migrants commonly charge 
significant fees and deductions from pay, which may result in 
migrants being burdened with debts that they struggle to repay.43 
Research has identified that “rogue” labour hire companies are 
often part of an opaque sub-contracting network exploiting 
vulnerable workers.44 This includes underpayment, non-payment 
of entitlements such as leave or superannuation, and sub-standard 
accommodation in certain industries such as agriculture,45 
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Figure 1.  
Vulnerability of Australia to modern slavery by 
dimension, compared to the regional average
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horticulture,46 meat processing,47 and construction.48 A lack of 
monitoring and enforcement of labour laws in these industries 
across Australia puts temporary and undocumented workers 
further at risk of exploitation.49

Cultural and language barriers, limited knowledge of workplace 
laws and standards, and reliance on employers who sponsor 
migrants’ temporary visas can expose them to greater risks of 
modern slavery and exploitation.50 For example, seasonal workers 
on government-run labour mobility schemes are dependent on 
fair treatment by employers who sponsor their visas to Australia, 
increasing their vulnerability to abuse.51 Seasonal workers are 
vulnerable to debt bondage stemming from a lack of regulation 
around how much employers can deduct from workers’ wages for 
transport and accommodation. Workers may not feel comfortable 
coming forward to report abuse due to uncertainty around 
whether their treatment qualifies as exploitation and a fear of 
missing out on future work opportunities in Australia.52 Migrants 
on visas with restrictions on the amount of work that can be 
performed, such as student and humanitarian visas,53 and irregular 
migrants54 are also particularly vulnerable to exploitation.

Forced marriages in Australia are driven by community pressure 
to maintain cultural practices or protect families’ reputations as 
well as economic pressures.55 In a 2018 study that interviewed or 
analysed case files for 13 survivors of actual or threatened forced 
marriage in Australia and New Zealand, tradition, culture, faith, 
family honour, promiscuity and homosexuality, interracial and 
interfaith relationships, migration, better opportunities, age and 
sex were cited as reasons for the marriage.56

Government response 

Australia has a relatively strong government response to modern 
slavery, in line with its higher wealth levels compared to other 
countries in the region.57 Overall, Australia scored 67 per cent – the 
highest ranking within Asia and the Pacific, and the equal second 
highest ranking globally behind the United Kingdom.

Australia has criminalised all forms of modern slavery, including 
human trafficking, slavery, and slavery-like practices (including 
servitude and forced labour) under Divisions 270 and 271 of the 
Criminal Code,58 and in 2022, ratified the Protocol of 2014 to the 
Forced Labour Convention P029.59 However, gaps in the legislative 
framework remain: forced marriage,60 and all marriages involving 
children below the age of 1661 are criminalised, yet a marriage 
involving a child aged 16 or 17 can still take place with court 
approval.62 Under the Crimes Act, survivors can access protections 
inside and outside the court, such as providing evidence via closed-
circuit television, video-link or recording, and submitting a victim 
impact statement to the court.63 While a visa framework is available 
to facilitate the stay of victim witnesses of modern slavery in 
Australia, it is highly dependent on engagement with police.64 
Further, legislation does not recognise that survivors of modern 
slavery should not be penalised for conduct that occurred while 
under the control of criminals,65 nor is there an existing national 
compensation scheme for survivors.66

Although the Australian Government provides funding to the STPP, 
civil society organisations indicate that resourcing for support 
services is insufficient.67 The STPP is delivered by the Australian 
Red Cross to provide support services, including accommodation, 
physical and mental health services, skills development, and 
case management support.68 In 2019, following a year-long trial, 
the Forced Marriage Support Stream was established as part of 
the STPP to provide support for up to 200 days for those in, or at 
risk, of forced marriage. Importantly, this support is not linked 
to victim contribution to the criminal justice process.69 However, 
as admittance to the STPP requires screening and referral by the 
AFP, some victims may be reluctant to come forward. Victims’ 
fear of police is driven by concern about getting their family in 
trouble, particularly in forced marriage cases, and a history of 
negative experiences with police in Australia or in other countries.70  
Encouragingly, the government has recently announced funding for 
a pilot program in 2024 to allow community providers to directly 
refer victims and survivors of modern slavery to support services 
without involving law enforcement.71

In 2020, the government launched an updated National Action 
Plan to Combat Modern Slavery (NAP) for the period 2020 to 2025.72 
For the first time, the government also allocated $10.6 million 
to implement the NAP.73 The NAP’s implementation is overseen 
by the Interdepartmental Committee on Human Trafficking and 
Slavery (IDC) – a group chaired by Australian Border Force, which 
also reports on the government’s effectiveness in responding to 
modern slavery by publishing reports on a regular basis.74 Although 
the IDC comprises government officials only, civil society are able 
to provide consultation via the National Roundtable on Human 
Trafficking and Slavery, and other working groups.75

The government has taken some action to address the vulnerability 
of Pacific migrant workers on Australia’s Pacific labour mobility 
schemes. Despite provisions for the protection of migrant workers 
on Australia’s Seasonal Worker Program, such as registering 
employers and labour hire companies, the exploitation of 
participating workers has been documented in Australia.76 In 2021, 
it was announced that the Pacific Labour Scheme and the Seasonal 
Worker Program would be combined into the singular Pacific 
Australia Labour Mobility (PALM) scheme. The PALM stream offers 
seasonal visas (up to nine months) and longer-term visas (one to 
four years) to prospective workers from nine Pacific Islands and 
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1 Survivors identified and supported
 – Ensure support services and visas do not depend 

on participation in the criminal justice process, 
both in policy and in practice.

2
Criminal justice mechanisms

 – Strengthen existing legislation to protect 
survivors of exploitation by ensuring they are not 
treated as criminals for conduct that occurred 
while under the control of traffickers.

 – Establish a National Victim Compensation 
Scheme for survivors of modern slavery.

3
National and regional level coordination

 – Establish the national Independent Anti-Slavery 
Commissioner to coordinate the whole-of-
government response to modern slavery.

 – Ensure survivors are included in the government 
response, including by consulting survivors in 
regular evaluations of the STPP’s effectiveness 
and impact.

4
Risk factors are addressed

 – Raise the minimum legal age of marriage to 18 
for girls and boys with no exemptions.

 – Implement the recommendations from the 
Report of the Migrant Workers’ Taskforce.87

 – Ensure those who report exploitative employers 
under labour mobility schemes are not unfairly 
penalised, for example, through a loss of 
employment opportunities or visas. Establish 
whistleblower protections to enable migrant 
workers to report exploitation without risking 
their visa.88

5
Government and business supply chains

 – Strengthen the Modern Slavery Act by:
• implementing financial penalties for non-

compliance with the legislation,
• enforcing compliance measures under 16A of 

the MSA (including publishing a list of non-
compliant companies), and

• introducing a mandatory human rights due 
diligence requirement.

• Prevent the import of goods made with forced 
labour and provide support to producing 
countries to address forced labour issues.

Recommendations 

Timor-Leste, and reportedly will seek to improve worker welfare.77 
In 2019, the government’s Migrant Workers’ Taskforce released a 
report setting out 22 recommendations to address migrant worker 
exploitation in Australia.78 Although there has been insufficient 
action to implement the recommendations since the report,79 
the current Labor government has committed to implementing 
recommendations made by the Migrant Worker Taskforce to 
improve working conditions for those on the PALM scheme.80

Australia has the strongest response in addressing modern 
slavery in government and business supply chains in Asia and 
the Pacific, receiving a score of 38 per cent for this milestone. In 
2018, the Australian government passed the Modern Slavery Act 
(MSA). The MSA established a requirement for companies with 
an annual consolidated revenue over AUD $100 million to release 
annual reports on their actions to address modern slavery in their 
operations and supply chains.81 Although the Australian MSA is 
encouraging businesses to investigate their supply chains, reports 
by Walk Free82 and other human rights organisations83 found 
that businesses are not fully complying with the requirements of 
the Act, highlighting the need to strengthen the legislation and 
enforce compliance. Notably, the new Labor government has 
pledged the appointment of an Anti-Slavery Commissioner to 
work with business, the government, and civil society.84 Further, 
despite recommendations that Australia amend its legislation to 
prevent goods produced with forced labour from being imported 
into the country,85 there has been no commitment to any related 
legislative amendments.86

For more information  
on modern slavery,  
visit the Global Slavery 
Index 2023 website.
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SLAVERY  
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Suggested citation: Walk Free 2023, Global Slavery Index 2023: Modern Slavery in Australia, Minderoo Foundation.  
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S
I C

O
U

N
T

R
Y

 S
T

U
D

IE
S

 V
1 

/ 
0

9
10

2
3

Modern slavery  
in Australia
Global Slavery Index 2023  
Country Study

5



Endnotes
1. The World Bank 2022, GDP per capita, PPP (current international $) - 

Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Fiji, Hong 
Kong SAR, China, India, Indonesia, Iran, Islamic Rep., Japan, Kiribati, 
Korea, Rep., Korea, Dem. People’s Rep., Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, 
Myanmar, Nauru, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Vietnam, Maldives. 
Available from: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.
PP.CD?end=2020&locations=AU-BD-BN-KH-CN-FJ-HK-IN-ID-IR-JP-
KI-KR-KP-LA-MY-MN-MM-NR-NP-NZ-PK-PW-PG-PH-WS-SG-SB-LK-
TH-TL-TO-TV-VU-VN-MV&name_desc=false&start=2020&view=bar. [1 
February 2022].

2. Australian Government 2020, National Action Plan to Combat Modern 
Slavery 2020-25, Commonwealth of Australia. Available from: https://
www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/nap-combat-mod-
ern-slavery-2020-25.pdf. [22 April 2022].

3. Modern Slavery Act 2018, 2018 (Australia Cmlth)

4. Australian Federal Police 2022, ‘Reports of Human Trafficking and Slavery 
to AFP reach new high’, 30 July 2022. Available from: https://www.afp.
gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-
slavery-afp-reach-new-high. [15 August 2022].

5. As above

6. As above

7. Locke, S 2017, ‘Debt bondage for workers in Australian horticulture akin 
to slavery, inquiry hears’, 19 October. Available from: http://www.abc.
net.au/news/rural/2017-10-19/debt-bondage-in-horticulture-sec-
tor-akin-to-slavery-in-australia/9057108. [16 February 2018]; Tamer, 
R 2022, ‘Pacific Islander farm workers demand justice after claims of 
‘modern slavery’’, SBS News, 6 February. Available from: https://www.
sbs.com.au/news/article/pacific-islander-farm-workers-demand-jus-
tice-after-claims-of-modern-slavery/ylxf0k3wj. [22 March 2022]; Uibu, 
K 2020, ‘‘There are no human rights here’’, ABC News, 16 September. 
Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-15/backpack-
er-farm-workers-speak-of-wage-exploitation/12545294?nw=0&r=Htm-
lFragment. [4 May 2022].

8. Hedwards, B, Andrevski, H & Bricknell, S 2017, Labour exploitation in the 
Australian construction industry: risks and protections for temporary 
migrant workers, Australian Institute of Criminology. Available from: 
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/rr/rr2. [22 March 2022]; Doherty, B 
2016, ‘Revealed: the systemic exploitation of migrant workers in Austra-
lia’, The Guardian, 29 October. Available from: https://www.theguardian.
com/australia-news/2016/oct/29/revealed-the-systemic-exploita-
tion-of-migrant-workers-in-australia. [22 March 2022].

9. Australian Federal Police 2021, ‘Melbourne couple sentenced on modern-
day slavery charges’, 21 July. Available from: https://www.afp.gov.au/
news-media/media-releases/melbourne-couple-sentenced-modern-
day-slavery-charges. [22 March 2022]; Australian Federal Police 2021, 
‘Sydney couple sentenced for forced labour’, 25 June. Available from: 
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/sydney-couple-
sentenced-forced-labour. [22 March 2021].

10. Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade, 2017, 
Hidden in Plain Sight: An inquiry into establishing a Modern Slavery Act 
in Australia, Commonwealth of Australia. Available from: http://parlinfo.
aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportjnt/024102/toc_pdf/
HiddeninPlainSight.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf. [14 December 
2017]; Baker, R & Kuang, W 2021, ‘‘These people are properties’: The plight 
of Warrnambool’s Chinese meat workers’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 
22 May. Available from: https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/
these-people-are-properties-the-plight-of-warrnambool-s-chinese-
meat-workers-20210521-p57tuv.html. [22 March 2022].

11. Berkovic, N 2015, ‘Indian cook wins $200,000, kept as slave at Sydney 
restaurant’, The Australian, 28 March. Available from: https://www.
theaustralian.com.au/nation/immigration/indian-cook-wins-200000-
kept-as-slave-at-sydney-restaurant/news-story/a3050bbe58ae-
5431c6a66170614a5797. [16 February 2018]; Knight, B & Clifford, J 2018, 
‘‘That’s slavery’: Chef at Nowra restaurant claims he was underpaid 
$200k’, ABC News, 1 August. Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/
news/2018-08-01/chef-underpaid-at-nowra-restaurant-adithya-kera-
la/10056934. [22 March 2022].

12. Senate Standing Committee on Education and Employment 2016, A 
National Disgrace: The Exploitation of Temporary Work Visa Holders, 
Parliament of Australia. Available from: http://www.aph.gov.au/Parlia-
mentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/
temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_
work_visa/report/report.pdf.

13. Dobson, M & Tuffield, R 2019, ‘Agri Labour Australia forced to pay more 
than $50,000 to Vanuatu labourers working in northern Victoria’, ABC 
News, 24 April. Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-
24/agri-labour-forced-to-pay-workers/11042048. [18 September 2019]; 
Schneiders, B 2018, ‘Key farm scheme badly rorted, migrant workers paid 
$8 an hour’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 19 May. Available from: https://
www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/key-farm-scheme-badly-ex-
ploited-migrant-workers-paid-8-an-hour-20180518-p4zg53.html. [3 
May 2022]; Marie, J 2022, ‘Pacific nationals working on Queensland farms 
claim they are barely making enough money to survive’, ABC News, 1 
February. Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-02-01/
pacific-worker-slaves-bundaberg/100793780. [3 May 2022].

14. Sullivan, K & Marie, J 2022, ‘Foreign farm workers left with just $100 
after week’s work as employer makes major deductions’, ABC News, 10 
March. Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2022-03-
10/foreign-farm-workers-pocket-100-for-a-weeks-work/100898622. 
[14 June 2022]; RN Breakfast with Patricia Karvelas 2021, ‘Pacific Island 
seasonal workers propose class action over claims of wage theft’, ABC 
News, 4 November. Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/radio-
national/programs/breakfast/13616734.

15. McKenna, K 2019, ‘Brisbane couple jailed for keeping Fijian woman as 
servant’, ABC News, 16 April. Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/
news/2019-04-16/couple-sentenced-over-forcing-fijian-woman-to-be-
servant/11019432. [9 June 2022]; Australian Federal Police 2021, ‘Sydney 
couple sentenced for forced labour’, 25 June. Available from: https://
www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/sydney-couple-sen-
tenced-forced-labour. [22 March 2021]; Australian Federal Police 2021, 
‘Melbourne couple sentenced on modern-day slavery charges’, 21 July. 
Available from: https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/
melbourne-couple-sentenced-modern-day-slavery-charges. [22 March 
2022].

16. Moore, H 2019, Service or Servitude: A study of trafficking for domestic 
work in Australia, Mercy Foundation & The Salvation Army. Available 
from: https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/scribe/sites/auesalvos/files/
pdfs-news-and-media/2019/Service-or-Servitude-Domestic-Servi-
tude-in-Australia-Report.pdf. [18 September 2019].

17. Moore, H 2019, Service or Servitude: A study of trafficking for domestic 
work in Australia, Mercy Foundation & The Salvation Army. Available 
from: https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/scribe/sites/auesalvos/files/
pdfs-news-and-media/2019/Service-or-Servitude-Domestic-Servi-
tude-in-Australia-Report.pdf. [18 September 2019].

18. As above

19. Walk Free 2020, Murky Waters: A qualitative assessment of modern 
slavery in the Pacific region, The Minderoo Foundation, pp. 20-32. Avail-
able from: https://www.walkfree.org/reports/murky-waters/. [15 April 
2020].

20. Australian Federal Police 2022, ‘Reports of Human Trafficking and Slavery 
to AFP reach new high’, 30 July 2022. Available from: https://www.afp.
gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-
slavery-afp-reach-new-high. [15 August 2022].

G
S

I C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
 S

T
U

D
IE

S
 V

1 
/ 

0
9

10
2

3

Modern slavery  
in Australia
Global Slavery Index 2023  
Country Study

6

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.CD?end=2020&locations=AU-BD-BN-KH-CN-FJ-HK-IN-ID-IR-JP-KI-KR-KP-LA-MY-MN-MM-NR-NP-NZ-PK-PW-PG-PH-WS-SG-SB-LK-TH-TL-TO-TV-VU-VN-MV&name_desc=false&start=2020&view=bar
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.CD?end=2020&locations=AU-BD-BN-KH-CN-FJ-HK-IN-ID-IR-JP-KI-KR-KP-LA-MY-MN-MM-NR-NP-NZ-PK-PW-PG-PH-WS-SG-SB-LK-TH-TL-TO-TV-VU-VN-MV&name_desc=false&start=2020&view=bar
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.CD?end=2020&locations=AU-BD-BN-KH-CN-FJ-HK-IN-ID-IR-JP-KI-KR-KP-LA-MY-MN-MM-NR-NP-NZ-PK-PW-PG-PH-WS-SG-SB-LK-TH-TL-TO-TV-VU-VN-MV&name_desc=false&start=2020&view=bar
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.CD?end=2020&locations=AU-BD-BN-KH-CN-FJ-HK-IN-ID-IR-JP-KI-KR-KP-LA-MY-MN-MM-NR-NP-NZ-PK-PW-PG-PH-WS-SG-SB-LK-TH-TL-TO-TV-VU-VN-MV&name_desc=false&start=2020&view=bar
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/nap-combat-modern-slavery-2020-25.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/nap-combat-modern-slavery-2020-25.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/nap-combat-modern-slavery-2020-25.pdf
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-10-19/debt-bondage-in-horticulture-sector-akin-to-slavery-in-australia/9057108
http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-10-19/debt-bondage-in-horticulture-sector-akin-to-slavery-in-australia/9057108
http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-10-19/debt-bondage-in-horticulture-sector-akin-to-slavery-in-australia/9057108
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/pacific-islander-farm-workers-demand-justice-after-claims-of-modern-slavery/ylxf0k3wj
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/pacific-islander-farm-workers-demand-justice-after-claims-of-modern-slavery/ylxf0k3wj
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/pacific-islander-farm-workers-demand-justice-after-claims-of-modern-slavery/ylxf0k3wj
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-15/backpacker-farm-workers-speak-of-wage-exploitation/12545294?nw=0&r=HtmlFragment
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-15/backpacker-farm-workers-speak-of-wage-exploitation/12545294?nw=0&r=HtmlFragment
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-15/backpacker-farm-workers-speak-of-wage-exploitation/12545294?nw=0&r=HtmlFragment
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/rr/rr2
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/oct/29/revealed-the-systemic-exploitation-of-migrant-workers-in-australia
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/oct/29/revealed-the-systemic-exploitation-of-migrant-workers-in-australia
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/oct/29/revealed-the-systemic-exploitation-of-migrant-workers-in-australia
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/melbourne-couple-sentenced-modern-day-slavery-charges
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/melbourne-couple-sentenced-modern-day-slavery-charges
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/melbourne-couple-sentenced-modern-day-slavery-charges
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/sydney-couple-sentenced-forced-labour
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/sydney-couple-sentenced-forced-labour
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportjnt/024102/toc_pdf/HiddeninPlainSight.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportjnt/024102/toc_pdf/HiddeninPlainSight.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportjnt/024102/toc_pdf/HiddeninPlainSight.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/these-people-are-properties-the-plight-of-warrnambool-s-chinese-meat-workers-20210521-p57tuv.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/these-people-are-properties-the-plight-of-warrnambool-s-chinese-meat-workers-20210521-p57tuv.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/these-people-are-properties-the-plight-of-warrnambool-s-chinese-meat-workers-20210521-p57tuv.html
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/immigration/indian-cook-wins-200000-kept-as-slave-at-sydney-restaurant/news-story/a3050bbe58ae5431c6a66170614a5797
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/immigration/indian-cook-wins-200000-kept-as-slave-at-sydney-restaurant/news-story/a3050bbe58ae5431c6a66170614a5797
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/immigration/indian-cook-wins-200000-kept-as-slave-at-sydney-restaurant/news-story/a3050bbe58ae5431c6a66170614a5797
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/immigration/indian-cook-wins-200000-kept-as-slave-at-sydney-restaurant/news-story/a3050bbe58ae5431c6a66170614a5797
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-08-01/chef-underpaid-at-nowra-restaurant-adithya-kerala/10056934
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-08-01/chef-underpaid-at-nowra-restaurant-adithya-kerala/10056934
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-08-01/chef-underpaid-at-nowra-restaurant-adithya-kerala/10056934
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-24/agri-labour-forced-to-pay-workers/11042048
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-24/agri-labour-forced-to-pay-workers/11042048
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/key-farm-scheme-badly-exploited-migrant-workers-paid-8-an-hour-20180518-p4zg53.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/key-farm-scheme-badly-exploited-migrant-workers-paid-8-an-hour-20180518-p4zg53.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/key-farm-scheme-badly-exploited-migrant-workers-paid-8-an-hour-20180518-p4zg53.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-02-01/pacific-worker-slaves-bundaberg/100793780
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-02-01/pacific-worker-slaves-bundaberg/100793780
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2022-03-10/foreign-farm-workers-pocket-100-for-a-weeks-work/100898622
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2022-03-10/foreign-farm-workers-pocket-100-for-a-weeks-work/100898622
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/breakfast/13616734
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/breakfast/13616734
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-16/couple-sentenced-over-forcing-fijian-woman-to-be-servant/11019432
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-16/couple-sentenced-over-forcing-fijian-woman-to-be-servant/11019432
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-16/couple-sentenced-over-forcing-fijian-woman-to-be-servant/11019432
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/sydney-couple-sentenced-forced-labour
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/sydney-couple-sentenced-forced-labour
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/sydney-couple-sentenced-forced-labour
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/melbourne-couple-sentenced-modern-day-slavery-charges
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/melbourne-couple-sentenced-modern-day-slavery-charges
https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/scribe/sites/auesalvos/files/pdfs-news-and-media/2019/Service-or-Servitude-Domestic-Servitude-in-Australia-Report.pdf
https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/scribe/sites/auesalvos/files/pdfs-news-and-media/2019/Service-or-Servitude-Domestic-Servitude-in-Australia-Report.pdf
https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/scribe/sites/auesalvos/files/pdfs-news-and-media/2019/Service-or-Servitude-Domestic-Servitude-in-Australia-Report.pdf
https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/scribe/sites/auesalvos/files/pdfs-news-and-media/2019/Service-or-Servitude-Domestic-Servitude-in-Australia-Report.pdf
https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/scribe/sites/auesalvos/files/pdfs-news-and-media/2019/Service-or-Servitude-Domestic-Servitude-in-Australia-Report.pdf
https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/scribe/sites/auesalvos/files/pdfs-news-and-media/2019/Service-or-Servitude-Domestic-Servitude-in-Australia-Report.pdf
https://www.walkfree.org/reports/murky-waters/
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high


21. Nothling, L 2021, ‘Alleged Brisbane sex slave ring operator Matthew 
Markcrow charged with 13 new offences’, ABC News, 23 February. 
Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-23/
qld-more-charges-laid-unlawful-prostitution-sexual-servi-
tude/13183100. [16 August 2022]; Queensland Police 2021, ‘Sexual 
servitude and organised prostitution charges, Brisbane’, Queensland 
Police News, 5 February. Available from: Sexual servitude and organised 
prostitution charges, Brisbane. [16 August 2022]; Queensland Police 
2021, ‘Update 2: Sexual servitude and organised prostitution charges, 
Brisbane’, Queensland Police News, 23 February. Available from: 
https://mypolice.qld.gov.au/news/2021/02/23/update-2-sexual-servi-
tude-and-organised-prostitution-charges-brisbane/. [16 August 2022].

22. Queensland Police 2021, ‘Update 2: Sexual servitude and organised 
prostitution charges, Brisbane’, Queensland Police News, 23 February. 
Available from: https://mypolice.qld.gov.au/news/2021/02/23/
update-2-sexual-servitude-and-organised-prostitution-charges-bris-
bane/. [16 August 2022].

23. Baxter, ALA & Chagal, N 2022, ‘‘It’s About Survival’: Court construc-
tions of socio-economic constraints on women offenders in Australian 
human trafficking for sexual exploitation cases’, Anti-Trafficking Review, 
suppl. Special Issue – Traffickers, no. 8, pp. 121-138. DOI:DOI:10.14197/
atr.201222188. [16 August 2022].

24. Baxter, A 2019, ‘Sex trafficking’s tragic paradox: when victims become 
perpetrators’, The Conversation, 22 May. Available from: https://thecon-
versation.com/sex-traffickings-tragic-paradox-when-victims-be-
come-perpetrators-115706. [16 August 2022].

25. Australian Federal Police 2022, ‘Reports of Human Trafficking and Slavery 
to AFP reach new high’, 30 July 2022. Available from: https://www.afp.
gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-
slavery-afp-reach-new-high. [15 August 2022].

26. Interdepartmental Committee on Human Trafficking and Slavery 2021, 
Trafficking in Persons: The Australian Government Response 1 July 2017 - 
30 June 2020, Australian Government, pp. 58-69. Available from: https://
www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interde-
partmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.
pdf. [22 March 2022].

27. Australian Federal Police 2020, ‘Operation Arkstone results in 828 charges 
laid with 46 child victims identified’, 11 November. Available from: 
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/operation-ark-
stone-results-828-charges-laid-46-child-victims-identified. [3 April 
2023].

28. Australian Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre 2022, Combating the 
Sexual Exploitation of Children for Financial Gain: Financial Crime Guide, 
Commonwealth of Australia, p. 12. Available from: https://www.austrac.
gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-12/AUSTRAC_2022_FCG_Combating_
the_sexual_exploitation_of_children_web_0.pdf. [21 March 2023].

29. Brown, R, Napier, S & Smith, R 2020, ‘Australians who view live streaming 
of child sexual abuse: An analysis of financial transactions’, Trends & 
issues in crime and criminal justice, no. 589. Available from: https://www.
aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi589. [28 March 2022].

30. Cormack, L 2019, ‘‘Someday I will get found and locked up’: Inside the 
global fight against online child sex abuse’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 
16 June. Available from: https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/some-
day-i-will-get-found-and-locked-up-inside-the-global-fight-against-
online-child-sex-abuse-20190613-p51xkt.html. [28 March 2022].

31. Fernandes, A 2022, ‘Malone was sexually abused online aged eight. Many 
perpetrators are in Australia’, SBS News, 27 August. Available from: 
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/malone-was-sexually-abused-
online-aged-eight-many-perpetrators-are-in-australia/xc8epp10a. [21 
March 2023]; Australian Federal Police 2021, ‘AFP warn about fast growing 
online child abuse trend’, 11 September. Available from: https://www.
afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/afp-warn-about-fast-growing-
online-child-abuse-trend. [21 March 2023]; Morgan, C 2022, ‘Australia 
facing ‘tsunami’ of child abuse’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 25 Septem-
ber. Available from: https://www.smh.com.au/national/australia-fac-
ing-tsunami-of-child-abuse-20220925-p5bku2.html. [21 March 2023].

32. Australian Federal Police 2022, ‘Reports of Human Trafficking and Slavery 
to AFP reach new high’, 30 July 2022. Available from: https://www.afp.
gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-
slavery-afp-reach-new-high. [15 August 2022].

33. Interdepartmental Committee on Human Trafficking and Slavery 2021, 
Trafficking in Persons: The Australian Government Reponse 1 July 2017 - 
30 June 2020, Australian Government, pp. 40-52. Available from: https://
www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interde-
partmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.
pdf. [22 March 2022].

34. Australian Federal Police 2022, ‘Reports of Human Trafficking and Slavery 
to AFP reach new high’, 30 July 2022. Available from: https://www.afp.
gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-
slavery-afp-reach-new-high. [15 August 2022]; Hildebrandt, C 2022, 
‘Federal police fear hike in child forced marriage cases as overseas travel 
restrictions lift’, ABC News, 4 September. Available from: https://www.
abc.net.au/news/2022-09-04/nsw-forced-marriage-police-fear-spike-
as-travel-resumes-/101317834. [21 March 2023].

35. Lyneham, S & Bricknell, S 2018, When saying no is not an option: Forced 
marriage in Australia and New Zealand, Australian Institute of Criminolo-
gy. [5 April 2022].

36. Lyneham, S & Bricknell, S 2018, When saying no is not an option: Forced 
marriage in Australia and New Zealand, Australian Institute of Criminol-
ogy. Available from: aic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/rr11.pdf. [03 
June 2022].

37. Lyneham, S & Bricknell, S 2018, When saying no is not an option: Forced 
marriage in Australia and New Zealand, Australian Institute of Criminolo-
gy. [5 April 2022].

38. Allison, C 2021, ‘Mother who allegedly forced daughter into marriage 
for $15,000 dowry to face trial’, ABC News, 10 December. Available 
from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-12-10/shepparton-woman-
charged-with-forced-marriage/100685772. [2 March 2022]; Juanola, MP 
2021, ‘‘We will only take back your dead body’: Forced marriage accused 
told daughter to stay with husband’, The Age, 9 December. Available from: 
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victorian-bride-forced-to-mar-
ry-stranger-wanted-to-be-free-friend-tells-court-20211209-p59g2d.
html. [5 April 2022].

39. Mundy, G 2020, ‘Three arrested in Shepparton after alleged forced 
marriage of Ruqia Haidari who was later allegedly killed by husband in 
Perth’, ABC News, 8 October. Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/
news/2020-10-08/three-arrested-ruqia-haidari-forced-marriage-mur-
der-shepparton/12743312. [16 August 2022].

40. Menagh, J 2021, ‘Mohammad Ali Halimi sentenced to life imprisonment 
for murdering 21-year-old Ruqia Haidari’, ABC News, 2 August. Available 
from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-08-02/man-who-killed-
forced-marriage-bride-jailed/100342086. [16 August 2022].

41. International Labour Organization, Walk Free & International Organi-
zation for Migration 2022, Global Estimates of Modern Slavery: Forced 
Labour and Forced Marriage. Available from: https://cdn.walkfree.org/
content/uploads/2022/09/12142341/GEMS-2022_Report_EN_V8.pdf. 
[17 March 2023].

42. Senate Standing Committee on Education and Employment 2016, A 
National Disgrace: The Exploitation of Temporary Work Visa Holders, 
Parliament of Australia. Available from: http://www.aph.gov.au/Parlia-
mentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/
temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_
work_visa/report/report.pdf.

43. Renshaw, L 2016, Migrating for work and study: The role of the migration 
broker in facilitating workplace exploitation, human trafficking and 
slavery, Australian Institue of Criminology. Available from: https://www.
aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi527. [9 November 2017].

G
S

I C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
 S

T
U

D
IE

S
 V

1 
/ 

0
9

10
2

3

Modern slavery  
in Australia
Global Slavery Index 2023  
Country Study

7

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-23/qld-more-charges-laid-unlawful-prostitution-sexual-servitude/13183100
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-23/qld-more-charges-laid-unlawful-prostitution-sexual-servitude/13183100
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-23/qld-more-charges-laid-unlawful-prostitution-sexual-servitude/13183100
https://mypolice.qld.gov.au/news/2021/02/23/update-2-sexual-servitude-and-organised-prostitution-charges-brisbane/
https://mypolice.qld.gov.au/news/2021/02/23/update-2-sexual-servitude-and-organised-prostitution-charges-brisbane/
https://mypolice.qld.gov.au/news/2021/02/23/update-2-sexual-servitude-and-organised-prostitution-charges-brisbane/
https://mypolice.qld.gov.au/news/2021/02/23/update-2-sexual-servitude-and-organised-prostitution-charges-brisbane/
https://mypolice.qld.gov.au/news/2021/02/23/update-2-sexual-servitude-and-organised-prostitution-charges-brisbane/
https://theconversation.com/sex-traffickings-tragic-paradox-when-victims-become-perpetrators-115706
https://theconversation.com/sex-traffickings-tragic-paradox-when-victims-become-perpetrators-115706
https://theconversation.com/sex-traffickings-tragic-paradox-when-victims-become-perpetrators-115706
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/operation-arkstone-results-828-charges-laid-46-child-victims-identified
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/operation-arkstone-results-828-charges-laid-46-child-victims-identified
https://www.austrac.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-12/AUSTRAC_2022_FCG_Combating_the_sexual_exploitation_of_children_web_0.pdf
https://www.austrac.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-12/AUSTRAC_2022_FCG_Combating_the_sexual_exploitation_of_children_web_0.pdf
https://www.austrac.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-12/AUSTRAC_2022_FCG_Combating_the_sexual_exploitation_of_children_web_0.pdf
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi589
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi589
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/someday-i-will-get-found-and-locked-up-inside-the-global-fight-against-online-child-sex-abuse-20190613-p51xkt.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/someday-i-will-get-found-and-locked-up-inside-the-global-fight-against-online-child-sex-abuse-20190613-p51xkt.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/someday-i-will-get-found-and-locked-up-inside-the-global-fight-against-online-child-sex-abuse-20190613-p51xkt.html
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/malone-was-sexually-abused-online-aged-eight-many-perpetrators-are-in-australia/xc8epp10a
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/malone-was-sexually-abused-online-aged-eight-many-perpetrators-are-in-australia/xc8epp10a
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/afp-warn-about-fast-growing-online-child-abuse-trend
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/afp-warn-about-fast-growing-online-child-abuse-trend
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/afp-warn-about-fast-growing-online-child-abuse-trend
https://www.smh.com.au/national/australia-facing-tsunami-of-child-abuse-20220925-p5bku2.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/australia-facing-tsunami-of-child-abuse-20220925-p5bku2.html
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/reports-human-trafficking-and-slavery-afp-reach-new-high
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-09-04/nsw-forced-marriage-police-fear-spike-as-travel-resumes-/101317834
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-09-04/nsw-forced-marriage-police-fear-spike-as-travel-resumes-/101317834
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-09-04/nsw-forced-marriage-police-fear-spike-as-travel-resumes-/101317834
http://aic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/rr11.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-12-10/shepparton-woman-charged-with-forced-marriage/100685772
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-12-10/shepparton-woman-charged-with-forced-marriage/100685772
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victorian-bride-forced-to-marry-stranger-wanted-to-be-free-friend-tells-court-20211209-p59g2d.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victorian-bride-forced-to-marry-stranger-wanted-to-be-free-friend-tells-court-20211209-p59g2d.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victorian-bride-forced-to-marry-stranger-wanted-to-be-free-friend-tells-court-20211209-p59g2d.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-10-08/three-arrested-ruqia-haidari-forced-marriage-murder-shepparton/12743312
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-10-08/three-arrested-ruqia-haidari-forced-marriage-murder-shepparton/12743312
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-10-08/three-arrested-ruqia-haidari-forced-marriage-murder-shepparton/12743312
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-08-02/man-who-killed-forced-marriage-bride-jailed/100342086
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-08-02/man-who-killed-forced-marriage-bride-jailed/100342086
https://cdn.walkfree.org/content/uploads/2022/09/12142341/GEMS-2022_Report_EN_V8.pdf
https://cdn.walkfree.org/content/uploads/2022/09/12142341/GEMS-2022_Report_EN_V8.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi527
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi527


44. Senate Standing Committee on Education and Employment 2016, A 
National Disgrace: The Exploitation of Temporary Work Visa Holders, 
Parliament of Australia. Available from: http://www.aph.gov.au/
Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_
Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/
temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf. [1 November 2019]; Migrant 
Workers Centre 2023, Insecure by Design: Australia’s migration system 
and migrant workers’ job market experience, Migrant Workers Centre 
Inc. Available from: https://www.migrantworkers.org.au/insecure_by_
design. [16 May 2023]; University of Newcastle Australia 2022, ‘Exploita-
tion of migrant workers highlights systemic issue across Australia’, 21 
November. Available from: https://www.newcastle.edu.au/newsroom/
featured/exploitation-of-migrant-workers-highlights-systemic-is-
sue-across-australia. [16 May 2023].

45. McKillop, C 2017, ‘Shocking exploitation of workers prompts renewed 
calls for national crackdown on dodgy labour hire companies’, ABC News, 
28 March. Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-
03-28/growers-call-for-national-crackdown-on-worker-exploita-
tion/8394252. [9 October 2017].

46. McCarthy, M 2018, ‘‘Bonded like a slave’: Workplace watchdog investi-
gation into labour exploitation reveals poor conditions’, as above, 27 
June. Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2018-06-27/
workplace-watchdog-investigation-into-labour-exploitation/9911710. 
[3 May 2022].

47. Senate Standing Committee on Education and Employment 2016, A 
National Disgrace: The Exploitation of Temporary Work Visa Holders, 
Parliament of Australia. Available from: http://www.aph.gov.au/Parlia-
mentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/
temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_
work_visa/report/report.pdf. [2 May 2022].

48. Hedwards, B, Andrevski, H & Bricknell, S 2017, Labour exploitation in the 
Australian construction industry: risks and protections for temporary 
migrant workers, Australian Institute of Criminology. Available from: 
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/rr/rr2. [22 March 2022].

49. Walk Free 2020, Murky Waters: A qualitative assessment of modern 
slavery in the Pacific region, The Minderoo Foundation, pp. 20-32. Avail-
able from: https://www.walkfree.org/reports/murky-waters/. [15 April 
2020].

50. Commonwealth of Australia 2019, Report of the Migrant Workers’ Task-
force, pp. 32-48. Available from: https://www.ag.gov.au/industrial-rela-
tions/industrial-relations-publications/Documents/mwt_final_report.
pdf. [2 May 2022], David, F 2010, Labour Trafficking, Australian Institute 
of Criminology. Available from: http://www.aic.gov.au/media_library/
publications/rpp/108/rpp108.pdf. [2 May 2022].

51. Joint Standing Committee on Migration 2016, Seasonal change: Inquiry 
into the Seasonal Worker Programme, Commonwealth of Australia. 
Available from: http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/publi-
cations/tabledpapers/261828eb-6d65-4cfb-bb60-dcbb266b2730/
upload_pdf/Seasonal%20change.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#-
search=%22publications/tabledpapers/261828eb-6d65-4cfb-bb60-
dcbb266b2730%22. [9 October 2017].

52. Walk Free 2020, Murky Waters: A qualitative assessment of modern 
slavery in the Pacific region, The Minderoo Foundation, pp. 20-32. Avail-
able from: https://www.walkfree.org/reports/murky-waters/. [15 April 
2020].

53. Rizvi, A 2022, ‘Australia is creating an underclass of exploited farm 
workers, unable to speak up’, The Conversation, 24 February. Available 
from: https://theconversation.com/australia-is-creating-an-under-
class-of-exploited-farm-workers-unable-to-speak-up-177063. [16 
August 2022]; Salim, N & Souisa, H 2021, ‘Why don’t exploited internation-
al students report their employers?’, ABC News, 22 May. Available from: 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-22/international-students-ex-
ploitation-report-fair-work-ombudsman/100114432#:~:text=The%20
International%20Students%20and%20Wage,%2412%20an%20hour%20-
or%20less. [16 August 2022].

54. Nishitani & Lee 2019, ‘Becoming ‘Overstayers’: The Coloniality of Citizen-
ship and the Resilience of Pacific Farm Workers in Victoria’, in V Stead & 
J Altman (eds), Labour Lines and Colonial Power, Indigenous and Pacific 
Islander Labour Mobility in Australia, pp. 159-184. ANU Press; Archibald-
Binge, E 2021, ‘Inside horticulture’s ‘dark underbelly’: The unseen workers 
propping up the farm industry’, ABC News, 14 December. Available from: 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-12-14/australias-farm-indus-
try-seasonal-workers-exploited-labour-short/100687182. [3 May 2022].

55. Australian Red Cross 2019, Forced Marriage: Community Voices, Stories 
and Strategies. Available from: https://www.redcross.org.au/getmedia/
ad745e1b-c62f-4831-b8c3-a389b3037c34/Forced-Marriage-Communi-
ty-Voices-Stories-and-Strategies-Australian-Red-Cross.pdf.aspx. [18 
September 2019].

56. Lyneham, S & Bricknell, S 2018, When saying no is not an option: Forced 
marriage in Australia and New Zealand, Australian Institute of Criminol-
ogy. Available from: aic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/rr11.pdf. [03 
June 2022].

57. The World Bank 2022, GDP per capita, PPP (current international $) - 
Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Fiji, Hong 
Kong SAR, China, India, Indonesia, Iran, Islamic Rep., Japan, Kiribati, 
Korea, Rep., Korea, Dem. People’s Rep., Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, 
Myanmar, Nauru, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Vietnam, Maldives. 
Available from: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.
PP.CD?end=2020&locations=AU-BD-BN-KH-CN-FJ-HK-IN-ID-IR-JP-
KI-KR-KP-LA-MY-MN-MM-NR-NP-NZ-PK-PW-PG-PH-WS-SG-SB-LK-
TH-TL-TO-TV-VU-VN-MV&name_desc=false&start=2020&view=bar. [1 
February 2022].

58. Criminal Code Act, 1995 (Australia Cwlth) Divisions 270-271

59. Minister for Foreign Affairs & Attorney-General Australia ratifies Interna-
tional Forced Labour Protocol’, Australian Government, 5 April. Available 
From: https://ministers.ag.gov.au/media-centre/australia-ratifies-in-
ternational-forced-labour-protocol-05-04-2022#:~:text=Joint%20
media%20release,all%20of%20its%20insidious%20forms. [20 April 
2022].

60. Criminal Code Act, 1995 (Australia Cwlth) 270.7A

61. Combatting Child Sexual Exploitation Legislation Amendment Act, 2019 
(Australia Cwlth)

62. Attorney-General’s Department n.d., Rules to get married in Australia, 
Australian Government. Available from: https://www.ag.gov.au/fami-
lies-and-marriage/marriage/get-married#rules-to-get-married-in-aus-
tralia. [22 April 2022].

63. Crimes Act, 1914 (Australia Cwlth)

64. Lyneham, S & Voce, I 2020, Research Report 17: Review of the National 
Action Plan to Combat Human Trafficking and Slavery 2015-19, Australian 
Institute of Criminology, pp. 18-21. Available from: https://www.aic.gov.
au/sites/default/files/2020-08/rr17_review_national_action_plan_to_
combat_human_trafficking_and_slavery_2015-19_1.pdf. [7 September 
2020].

65. Simmons, F, O’Brien, B, David, F & Beacroft, L 2013, Human trafficking 
and slavery offenders in Australia, Australian Institute of Criminology. 
Available from: https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi464. 
[22 April 2022]; Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, DaT 2017, 6. 
Support for victims, Commonwealth of Australia. Available from: https://
www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Foreign_
Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/ModernSlavery/Final_report/section?id=-
committees%2Freportjnt%2F024102%2F25296. [9 August 2021].

66. Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons 2022, Trafficking 
in Persons Report- Australia country narrative, United States Depart-
ment of States. Available from: https://www.state.gov/wp-content/
uploads/2022/10/20221020-2022-TIP-Report.pdf. [16 May 2023].

67. Field sources.

G
S

I C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
 S

T
U

D
IE

S
 V

1 
/ 

0
9

10
2

3

Modern slavery  
in Australia
Global Slavery Index 2023  
Country Study

8

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
https://www.migrantworkers.org.au/insecure_by_design
https://www.migrantworkers.org.au/insecure_by_design
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/newsroom/featured/exploitation-of-migrant-workers-highlights-systemic-issue-across-australia
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/newsroom/featured/exploitation-of-migrant-workers-highlights-systemic-issue-across-australia
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/newsroom/featured/exploitation-of-migrant-workers-highlights-systemic-issue-across-australia
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-03-28/growers-call-for-national-crackdown-on-worker-exploitation/8394252
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-03-28/growers-call-for-national-crackdown-on-worker-exploitation/8394252
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-03-28/growers-call-for-national-crackdown-on-worker-exploitation/8394252
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2018-06-27/workplace-watchdog-investigation-into-labour-exploitation/9911710
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2018-06-27/workplace-watchdog-investigation-into-labour-exploitation/9911710
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/temporary_work_visa/~/media/Committees/eet_ctte/temporary_work_visa/report/report.pdf
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/rr/rr2
https://www.walkfree.org/reports/murky-waters/
https://www.ag.gov.au/industrial-relations/industrial-relations-publications/Documents/mwt_final_report.pdf
https://www.ag.gov.au/industrial-relations/industrial-relations-publications/Documents/mwt_final_report.pdf
https://www.ag.gov.au/industrial-relations/industrial-relations-publications/Documents/mwt_final_report.pdf
http://www.aic.gov.au/media_library/publications/rpp/108/rpp108.pdf
http://www.aic.gov.au/media_library/publications/rpp/108/rpp108.pdf
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/publications/tabledpapers/261828eb-6d65-4cfb-bb60-dcbb266b2730/upload_pdf/Seasonal%20change.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22publications/tabledpapers/261828eb-6d65-4cfb-bb60-dcbb266b2730%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/publications/tabledpapers/261828eb-6d65-4cfb-bb60-dcbb266b2730/upload_pdf/Seasonal%20change.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22publications/tabledpapers/261828eb-6d65-4cfb-bb60-dcbb266b2730%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/publications/tabledpapers/261828eb-6d65-4cfb-bb60-dcbb266b2730/upload_pdf/Seasonal%20change.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22publications/tabledpapers/261828eb-6d65-4cfb-bb60-dcbb266b2730%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/publications/tabledpapers/261828eb-6d65-4cfb-bb60-dcbb266b2730/upload_pdf/Seasonal%20change.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22publications/tabledpapers/261828eb-6d65-4cfb-bb60-dcbb266b2730%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/publications/tabledpapers/261828eb-6d65-4cfb-bb60-dcbb266b2730/upload_pdf/Seasonal%20change.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22publications/tabledpapers/261828eb-6d65-4cfb-bb60-dcbb266b2730%22
https://www.walkfree.org/reports/murky-waters/
https://theconversation.com/australia-is-creating-an-underclass-of-exploited-farm-workers-unable-to-speak-up-177063
https://theconversation.com/australia-is-creating-an-underclass-of-exploited-farm-workers-unable-to-speak-up-177063
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-22/international-students-exploitation-report-fair-work-ombudsman/100114432#
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-22/international-students-exploitation-report-fair-work-ombudsman/100114432#
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-12-14/australias-farm-industry-seasonal-workers-exploited-labour-short/100687182
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-12-14/australias-farm-industry-seasonal-workers-exploited-labour-short/100687182
https://www.redcross.org.au/getmedia/ad745e1b-c62f-4831-b8c3-a389b3037c34/Forced-Marriage-Community-Voices-Stories-and-Strategies-Australian-Red-Cross.pdf.aspx
https://www.redcross.org.au/getmedia/ad745e1b-c62f-4831-b8c3-a389b3037c34/Forced-Marriage-Community-Voices-Stories-and-Strategies-Australian-Red-Cross.pdf.aspx
https://www.redcross.org.au/getmedia/ad745e1b-c62f-4831-b8c3-a389b3037c34/Forced-Marriage-Community-Voices-Stories-and-Strategies-Australian-Red-Cross.pdf.aspx
http://aic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/rr11.pdf
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.CD?end=2020&locations=AU-BD-BN-KH-CN-FJ-HK-IN-ID-IR-JP-KI-KR-KP-LA-MY-MN-MM-NR-NP-NZ-PK-PW-PG-PH-WS-SG-SB-LK-TH-TL-TO-TV-VU-VN-MV&name_desc=false&start=2020&view=bar
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.CD?end=2020&locations=AU-BD-BN-KH-CN-FJ-HK-IN-ID-IR-JP-KI-KR-KP-LA-MY-MN-MM-NR-NP-NZ-PK-PW-PG-PH-WS-SG-SB-LK-TH-TL-TO-TV-VU-VN-MV&name_desc=false&start=2020&view=bar
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.CD?end=2020&locations=AU-BD-BN-KH-CN-FJ-HK-IN-ID-IR-JP-KI-KR-KP-LA-MY-MN-MM-NR-NP-NZ-PK-PW-PG-PH-WS-SG-SB-LK-TH-TL-TO-TV-VU-VN-MV&name_desc=false&start=2020&view=bar
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.CD?end=2020&locations=AU-BD-BN-KH-CN-FJ-HK-IN-ID-IR-JP-KI-KR-KP-LA-MY-MN-MM-NR-NP-NZ-PK-PW-PG-PH-WS-SG-SB-LK-TH-TL-TO-TV-VU-VN-MV&name_desc=false&start=2020&view=bar
https://ministers.ag.gov.au/media-centre/australia-ratifies-international-forced-labour-protocol-05-04-2022#
https://ministers.ag.gov.au/media-centre/australia-ratifies-international-forced-labour-protocol-05-04-2022#
https://www.ag.gov.au/families-and-marriage/marriage/get-married#rules-to-get-married-in-australia
https://www.ag.gov.au/families-and-marriage/marriage/get-married#rules-to-get-married-in-australia
https://www.ag.gov.au/families-and-marriage/marriage/get-married#rules-to-get-married-in-australia
https://www.aic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-08/rr17_review_national_action_plan_to_combat_human_trafficking_and_slavery_2015-19_1.pdf
https://www.aic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-08/rr17_review_national_action_plan_to_combat_human_trafficking_and_slavery_2015-19_1.pdf
https://www.aic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-08/rr17_review_national_action_plan_to_combat_human_trafficking_and_slavery_2015-19_1.pdf
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi464
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/ModernSlavery/Final_report/section?id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024102%2F25296
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/ModernSlavery/Final_report/section?id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024102%2F25296
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/ModernSlavery/Final_report/section?id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024102%2F25296
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/ModernSlavery/Final_report/section?id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024102%2F25296
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/20221020-2022-TIP-Report.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/20221020-2022-TIP-Report.pdf


68. Department of Social Services n.d., Support for Trafficked People 
Program, Australian Government. Available from: https://www.dss.gov.
au/women/programs-services/reducing-violence/anti-people-traffick-
ing-strategy/support-for-trafficked-people-program. [22 April 2022]; 
Department of Social Services 2021, Extend the Support for Trafficked 
People program, Australian Government. Available from: https://plan-
4womenssafety.dss.gov.au/initiative/extend-the-support-for-traf-
ficked-people-program/. [22 April 2022].

69. Department of Social Services n.d., Support for Trafficked People 
Program, Australian Government. Available from: https://www.dss.
gov.au/women/programs-services/reducing-violence/anti-peo-
ple-trafficking-strategy/support-for-trafficked-people-program. [22 
April 2022]; Stacey, K & Boniface, S 2019, Australian Red Cross Forced 
Marriage Stream Trial Evaluation: Final evaluation report (Summary), 
pp. 6-7. Available from: https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/
documents/09_2019/forced-marriage-stream-trial-final-evaluation-re-
port-summary.pdf. [22 April 2022].

70. Walk Free 2020, Murky Waters: A qualitative assessment of modern 
slavery in the Pacific region, The Minderoo Foundation, pp. 20-32. Avail-
able from: https://www.walkfree.org/reports/murky-waters/. [15 April 
2020].

71. The Hon Mark Dreyfus KC MP 2023, ‘Boosting support for victim-survivors 
of human trafficking’, Australian Government. Available from: https://
ministers.ag.gov.au/media-centre/boosting-support-victim-survi-
vors-human-trafficking-16-05-2023. [22 May 2023]. 

72. Australian Government 2020, National Action Plan to Combat Modern 
Slavery 2020-25, Commonwealth of Australia. Available from: https://
www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/nap-combat-mod-
ern-slavery-2020-25.pdf. [22 April 2022].

73. The Hon Jason Wood MP 2020, ‘Government announces $10.6 million to 
combat modern slavery’, Australian Government, 22 October. Available 
from: https://minister.homeaffairs.gov.au/jasonwood/Pages/govern-
ment-announces-10-6-million-combat-modern-slavery.aspx. [31 
January 2022].

74. Interdepartmental Committee on Human Trafficking and Slavery 2021, 
Trafficking in Persons: The Australian Government Response 1 July 2017 - 
30 June 2020, Australian Government, pp. 15-24. Available from: https://
www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interde-
partmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.
pdf. [22 March 2022]; Department of Home Affairs 2021, Criminal justice, 
Australian Government. Available from: https://www.homeaffairs.gov.
au/about-us/our-portfolios/criminal-justice/people-smuggling-hu-
man-trafficking/human-trafficking. [14 June 2022].

75. Interdepartmental Committee on Human Trafficking and Slavery 2021, 
Trafficking in Persons: The Australian Government Response 1 July 2017 - 
30 June 2020, Australian Government, pp. 15-24. Available from: https://
www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interde-
partmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.
pdf. [22 March 2022].

76. Dobson, M & Tuffield, R 2019, ‘Agri Labour Australia forced to pay more 
than $50,000 to Vanuatu labourers working in northern Victoria’, ABC 
News, 24 April. Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-
24/agri-labour-forced-to-pay-workers/11042048. [18 September 2019]; 
Schneiders, B 2018, ‘Key farm scheme badly rorted, migrant workers paid 
$8 an hour’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 19 May. Available from: https://
www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/key-farm-scheme-badly-ex-
ploited-migrant-workers-paid-8-an-hour-20180518-p4zg53.html. [3 
May 2022]; Marie, J 2022, ‘Pacific nationals working on Queensland farms 
claim they are barely making enough money to survive’, ABC News, 1 
February. Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-02-01/
pacific-worker-slaves-bundaberg/100793780. [3 May 2022].

77. Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade n.d., Pacific Labour Mobility, 
Australian Government. Available from: https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/
pacific/engagement/pacific-labour-mobility. [24 May 2022], Mobility, 
PAL n.d., PALM scheme. Available from: https://www.palmscheme.gov.
au/. [24 May 2022].

78. Migrant Workers’ Taskforce 2019, Report of the Migrant Workers’ Task-
force, Commonwealth of Australia. Available from: https://www.ag.gov.
au/sites/default/files/2020-03/mwt_final_report.pdf. [14 June 2022].

79. Interdepartmental Committee on Human Trafficking and Slavery 2021, 
Trafficking in Persons: The Australian Government Response 1 July 2017 - 
30 June 2020, Australian Government, pp. 15-24. Available from: https://
www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interde-
partmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.
pdf. [22 March 2022].

80. Australian Labor Party n.d., Pacific Australia Labour Mobility. Available 
from: https://www.alp.org.au/policies/pacific-australia-labour-mobili-
ty. [14 June 2022].

81. Modern Slavery Act 2018, 2018 (Australia Cmlth)

82. Walk Free & WikiRate 2022, Beyond Compliance in the Garment Industry: 
Assessing UK and Australian Modern Slavery Act statements produced by 
companies and investors in the garment sector, The Minderoo Foun-
dation, pp. 4-28. Available from: https://www.walkfree.org/reports/
beyond-compliance-in-the-garment-industry/. [25 February 2022].

83. Sinclair, A & Dinshaw, F 2022, Paper Promises? Evaluating the early impact 
of Australia’s Modern Slavery Act, Human Rights Law Centre, pp. 2-7. 
Available from: https://static1.squarespace.com/static/580025f66b-
8f5b2dabbe4291/t/6200d3d9db51c63088d0e8e1/1644221419125/
Paper+Promises_Australia+Modern+_Slavery+Act_7_FEB.pdf. [22 April 
2022].

84. Coade, M 2023, ‘Australia’s new ambassador role to counter modern 
slavery, human trafficking’, The Mandarin, 13 February. Available from: 
https://www.themandarin.com.au/211828-modern-slavery-ambassa-
dor-role-to-counter-people-smuggling/. [21 March 2023].

85. Foreign Affairs Defence and Trade Legislation Committee 2021, Customs 
Amendment (Banning Goods Produced By Uyghur Forced Labour) 
Bill 2020, Commonwealth of Australia, pp. 54-66. Available from: 
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/report-
sen/024618/toc_pdf/CustomsAmendment(BanningGoodsProduced-
ByUyghurForcedLabour)Bill2020.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf. [22 
April 2022].

86. Australian Government 2022, Australian Government response to 
the Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Legislation Committee 
report: Customs Amendment (Banning Goods Produced By Uyghur 
Forced Labour) Bill 2020, pp. 4-5. Available from: https://www.aph.gov.
au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_
Defence_and_Trade/UyghurForcedLabourBill/Government_Response. 
[24 May 2022].

87. Migrant Workers’ Taskforce 2019, Report of the Migrant Workers’ Task-
force, Commonwealth of Australia. Available from: https://www.ag.gov.
au/sites/default/files/2020-03/mwt_final_report.pdf. [14 June 2022].

88. Migrant Justice Institute & Human Rights Law Centre 2023, Breaking 
the Silence: A proposal for whistleblower protections to enable migrant 
workers to address exploitation. Available from: https://www.migrant-
justice.org/publications-list/breaking-the-silence-whistleblower-pro-
tections-to-enable-migrant-workers-to-address-exploitation. [16 May 
2023].

G
S

I C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
 S

T
U

D
IE

S
 V

1 
/ 

0
9

10
2

3

Modern slavery  
in Australia
Global Slavery Index 2023  
Country Study

9

https://www.dss.gov.au/women/programs-services/reducing-violence/anti-people-trafficking-strategy/support-for-trafficked-people-program
https://www.dss.gov.au/women/programs-services/reducing-violence/anti-people-trafficking-strategy/support-for-trafficked-people-program
https://www.dss.gov.au/women/programs-services/reducing-violence/anti-people-trafficking-strategy/support-for-trafficked-people-program
https://plan4womenssafety.dss.gov.au/initiative/extend-the-support-for-trafficked-people-program/
https://plan4womenssafety.dss.gov.au/initiative/extend-the-support-for-trafficked-people-program/
https://plan4womenssafety.dss.gov.au/initiative/extend-the-support-for-trafficked-people-program/
https://www.dss.gov.au/women/programs-services/reducing-violence/anti-people-trafficking-strategy/support-for-trafficked-people-program
https://www.dss.gov.au/women/programs-services/reducing-violence/anti-people-trafficking-strategy/support-for-trafficked-people-program
https://www.dss.gov.au/women/programs-services/reducing-violence/anti-people-trafficking-strategy/support-for-trafficked-people-program
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/09_2019/forced-marriage-stream-trial-final-evaluation-report-summary.pdf
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/09_2019/forced-marriage-stream-trial-final-evaluation-report-summary.pdf
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/09_2019/forced-marriage-stream-trial-final-evaluation-report-summary.pdf
https://www.walkfree.org/reports/murky-waters/
https://ministers.ag.gov.au/media-centre/boosting-support-victim-survivors-human-trafficking-16-05-2023
https://ministers.ag.gov.au/media-centre/boosting-support-victim-survivors-human-trafficking-16-05-2023
https://ministers.ag.gov.au/media-centre/boosting-support-victim-survivors-human-trafficking-16-05-2023
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/nap-combat-modern-slavery-2020-25.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/nap-combat-modern-slavery-2020-25.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/nap-combat-modern-slavery-2020-25.pdf
https://minister.homeaffairs.gov.au/jasonwood/Pages/government-announces-10-6-million-combat-modern-slavery.aspx
https://minister.homeaffairs.gov.au/jasonwood/Pages/government-announces-10-6-million-combat-modern-slavery.aspx
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/our-portfolios/criminal-justice/people-smuggling-human-trafficking/human-trafficking
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/our-portfolios/criminal-justice/people-smuggling-human-trafficking/human-trafficking
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/our-portfolios/criminal-justice/people-smuggling-human-trafficking/human-trafficking
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-24/agri-labour-forced-to-pay-workers/11042048
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-24/agri-labour-forced-to-pay-workers/11042048
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/key-farm-scheme-badly-exploited-migrant-workers-paid-8-an-hour-20180518-p4zg53.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/key-farm-scheme-badly-exploited-migrant-workers-paid-8-an-hour-20180518-p4zg53.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/key-farm-scheme-badly-exploited-migrant-workers-paid-8-an-hour-20180518-p4zg53.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-02-01/pacific-worker-slaves-bundaberg/100793780
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-02-01/pacific-worker-slaves-bundaberg/100793780
https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/pacific/engagement/pacific-labour-mobility
https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/pacific/engagement/pacific-labour-mobility
https://www.palmscheme.gov.au/
https://www.palmscheme.gov.au/
https://www.ag.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-03/mwt_final_report.pdf
https://www.ag.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-03/mwt_final_report.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/criminal-justice/files/report-of-the-interdepartmental-committee-on-human-trafficking-and-slavery-2017-2020.pdf
https://www.alp.org.au/policies/pacific-australia-labour-mobility
https://www.alp.org.au/policies/pacific-australia-labour-mobility
https://www.walkfree.org/reports/beyond-compliance-in-the-garment-industry/
https://www.walkfree.org/reports/beyond-compliance-in-the-garment-industry/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/580025f66b8f5b2dabbe4291/t/6200d3d9db51c63088d0e8e1/1644221419125/Paper+Promises_Australia+Modern+_Slavery+Act_7_FEB.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/580025f66b8f5b2dabbe4291/t/6200d3d9db51c63088d0e8e1/1644221419125/Paper+Promises_Australia+Modern+_Slavery+Act_7_FEB.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/580025f66b8f5b2dabbe4291/t/6200d3d9db51c63088d0e8e1/1644221419125/Paper+Promises_Australia+Modern+_Slavery+Act_7_FEB.pdf
https://www.themandarin.com.au/211828-modern-slavery-ambassador-role-to-counter-people-smuggling/
https://www.themandarin.com.au/211828-modern-slavery-ambassador-role-to-counter-people-smuggling/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportsen/024618/toc_pdf/CustomsAmendment(BanningGoodsProducedByUyghurForcedLabour)Bill2020.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportsen/024618/toc_pdf/CustomsAmendment(BanningGoodsProducedByUyghurForcedLabour)Bill2020.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportsen/024618/toc_pdf/CustomsAmendment(BanningGoodsProducedByUyghurForcedLabour)Bill2020.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/UyghurForcedLabourBill/Government_Response
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/UyghurForcedLabourBill/Government_Response
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/UyghurForcedLabourBill/Government_Response
https://www.ag.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-03/mwt_final_report.pdf
https://www.ag.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-03/mwt_final_report.pdf
https://www.migrantjustice.org/publications-list/breaking-the-silence-whistleblower-protections-to-enable-migrant-workers-to-address-exploitation
https://www.migrantjustice.org/publications-list/breaking-the-silence-whistleblower-protections-to-enable-migrant-workers-to-address-exploitation
https://www.migrantjustice.org/publications-list/breaking-the-silence-whistleblower-protections-to-enable-migrant-workers-to-address-exploitation

